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We will uphold gender equality as a basic national principle, prioritize 

children’s development, and ensure that people with disabilities get more 

care and better services. By doing so, we will safeguard the development 

rights and opportunities of groups such as women, minors, and disabled 

persons. 

Section 1 
Promoting Gender Equality and All-Around 

Women’s Development

We will implement the Outline for the Development of Chinese Women 

and continuously improve the environment for female advancement in an 

effort to ensure that women can exercise their rights, participate in economic 

and social development, and share in the fruits of development in an equal 

and lawful manner. We will ensure women’s access to health services, and 

improve prevention and control systems and assistance policies for cervical 

and breast cancer. We will guarantee women’s equal rights to education 

while continuously increasing the number of years of education they receive 

and building their caliber and capacity. We will ensure that women enjoy 

economic rights and interests on an equal footing, work to eliminate gender 

discrimination in employment, ensure that women get maternity leave and 

childbirth subsidies in accordance with the law, and safeguard the land-

related rights and interests of women in rural areas. We will ensure that 

women enjoy equal political rights, and promote broad female participation 
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in social affairs and democratic management. We will put into practice a 

system of assessing whether laws and policies uphold gender equality, and 

improve the gender statistics system. We will ensure that women left behind 

in rural areas by working family members are provided with more care and 

better services. We will crack down on criminal activities that infringe upon 

the personal rights of women and girls.

Section 2 
Providing Better Care and Services for Minors

We will make further progress in implementing the Outline for 

the Development of Chinese Children, create a better environment for 

children’s development, and effectively safeguard their rights to subsistence, 

development, protection, and participation. We will improve the system 

of children’s health services, prevent and control childhood diseases to 

reduce child mortality and the incidence of severe birth defects, and take 

steps to effectively control childhood obesity and nearsightedness. A 

plan for improving nutrition among preschool-age children will also be 

implemented. We will ensure that children enjoy equal rights to education, 

and strengthen education and services promoting their psychological health. 

We will step up efforts to provide differentiated assistance to children facing 

difficulty, improve care and service systems for children left behind in rural 

areas by working parents, and establish sound mechanisms for supporting 

orphans and children with no one to take care of them. We will improve and 

implement the guardianship system for minors, crack down hard on illegal 

criminal activities that infringe upon the rights and interests of minors, and 

refine the system of comprehensive protections for minors. We will further 

implement the plan for promoting well-rounded youth development, build 

platforms helping them grow and become successful, and stimulate youth 

innovation and entrepreneurship.
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Section 3 
Strengthening Family Development

We will further implement the Family Wellbeing Project with a focus 

on building civil families, promoting sound child rearing practices, and 

carrying forward fine family values. We will establish a system of laws and 

policies to support family development, advance legislation on child rearing, 

and step up enforcement of the Anti-Domestic Violence Law. Marriage and 

family counseling services will be enhanced to prevent and resolve related 

disputes. We will establish a system for providing child rearing guidance 

services covering urban and rural residents, and improve mechanisms 

whereby schools, families, and communities coordinate on bringing up 

children. We will push for greater diversity in domestic services. We will 

give full play to the role of family ties, values, and traditions in primary-level 

social governance.

Section 4 
Boosting Capacity to Support Disabled People and Promote 

Their Development

We will refine support systems for people with disabilities to ensure 

that they have universal access to basic medical insurance and basic old-

age insurance and that dynamic adjustments are made to the standards of 

living allowances for disabled people in need and nursing care subsidies for 

people with severe disabilities. We will improve the system of employment 

support for people with disabilities, strengthen protection of their labor 

rights, provide them with vocational skills training on a priority basis, and 

offer them help in starting their own businesses. We will ensure that all 

school-age children with disabilities have access to education, and raise the 

quality of special needs education. We will establish the University of Health 
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and Rehabilitation Sciences, spur the development of market-oriented 

rehabilitation services, increase the compatibility of assistive devices for 

rehabilitation, and raise the quality of rehabilitation services. Care services 

for people with severe disabilities will also be launched. We will bolster 

the development of service facilities and overall service capacity for people 

with disabilities, refine the policy framework for building and maintaining 

accessible environments, and provide support for home accessibility 

upgrades to families in need with disabled members.

Box 19
Social Care Service Measures

01 Services for people with disabilities
 Improve professional rehabilitation, care, and comprehensive service facilities for 

people with disabilities;
 Provide subsidies for accessibility renovations for 1.1 million families in need 

with severely disabled members;
 Make communities more accessible for people with disabilities.

02 Care for children in need
 Support the development of child welfare institutions and provide better 

centralized care, medical assistance, education, and health services for orphans 
and abandoned children;

 Improve facilities for the protection of minors in underdeveloped regions where 
there are large numbers of children left  behind by working parents;

 Build designated institutions for providing rehabilitation and assistance services 
to disabled children in order to ensure that they have universal access to basic 
rehabilitation services.

03 Assistance to beggars and the homeless
 Make full use of existing social welfare facilities to support the construction of 

relief facilities for beggars and the homeless, and extend the assistance service 
network to all counties and cities.

04 Welfare facilities for mental health
 Build about 100 mental health welfare facilities in areas where mental health 

service capacity is lacking to provide centralized care and rehabilitation services 
for patients suff ering mental disabilities in fi nancial diffi  culty.

05 Public-interest funeral services
 Strengthen the development of funeral homes and public-interest facilities for 

burying (storing) ashes, promote renovation of aging funeral parlors and ensure 
that all counties and cities are covered by basic funeral service facilities;

 Promote the construction of countryside cemeteries;
 Increase incentives and subsidies for eco-friendly burials.


